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This report was prepared as a result of work sponsored by the California Energy Commission 

(Commission). It does not necessarily represent the views of the Commission, its employees, or the 

State of California. The Commission, the State of California, its employees, contractors, and 

subcontractors, make no warranty, express or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information 

in this report; nor does any party represent that the use of this information will not infringe upon 

privately owned rights. This report has not been approved or disapproved by the Commission nor has 

the Commission passed upon the accuracy or adequacy of the information in this report. 
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Preface 

 
The Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Program supports public interest energy 
research and development that will help improve the quality of life in California by bringing 
environmentally safe, affordable, and reliable energy services and products to the 
marketplace. 
 
The PIER program, managed by the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission), 
annually awards up to $62 million to conduct the most promising public interest energy 
research by partnering with Research, Development, and Demonstration (RD&D) 
organizations, including individual, businesses, utilities, and public or private research 
institutions. 
 
PIER funding efforts are focused on the following six RD&D program areas: 
 

 Buildings End-Use Energy Efficiency 
 Industrial/Agricultural/Water End-Use Energy Efficiency 
 Renewable Energy 
 Environmentally-Preferred Advanced Generation 
 Energy-Related Environmental Research 
 Strategic Energy Research 

 
What follows is the final report for the PIER Commerce Energy Biogas/PV Mini-Grid 
Renewable Resources RD&D Program, Contract Number 500-00-036 conducted by the 
Commerce Energy Team, comprised of Commerce Energy, Itron, Inc., CH2MHill, BEW 
Engineers, Renewable Energy Development Institute (REDI) and Zaininger Engineering, Inc 
(ZECO).  The report is entitled “Project 0: Task 0.6 Final Program Report”.  This project 
contributes to the Commerce Energy PIER Renewable Mini-Grid RD&D Program funded in 
part by the EnergyCommission’s PIER Renewables Program element.   
 
For more information on the PIER Program, please visit the Energy Commission’s Web site 
at: http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/index.html or contract the Energy Commission’s 
Publications Unit at 916-654-5200.  Or you may review the PIER Commerce Energy 
Website at: http://www.pierminigrid.org, which was created for this contract, and 
summarizes each project of the contract. 
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